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IAS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

FOR 

Regulating tlie Trial of Controverted Eledlions or 
Returns of Members to ferve in the United 
Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, for that 
Part of the United Kingdom called Ireland ; and 
for regulating the Qualifications of Members to ferve 
in the faid United Parliament, 



Note.— T/ie Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the 
Folios in the written Copy. 

N. R. — The Claufes marked (A.) (B.) ajid (C.) were added by the 
Committee. 



© « K (£ 9 ® by an Act made in the Seffioii of t 
J „„ i: Parliament, held in tire Thirty-ninth and Portietli 
<1 J Years of the Reign of His prefent Majesty, 

,j: intituled, “ An Aft for the Union of Great 
« Ireland,” it was amongft other 

Things Enacted, 'J'hat the laid Kingdoms of Great Britain 
and Ireland lliould, upon the Firit Bay of January in 
the Yfoar of our Lord One thoufand Eight hundred and One, 
and for ever after, be united info One Kingdom, by the 
Name of “ The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
A and 
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and ihat tlic fiiid United Kiagdom n'louki be repreiciited iii 
^nc and tlic fame Parliament, to be iliied “ I’hc Parjiamciit 
of the United Kingdom of Great liritain and Ireland and 
that One Ilundred Commoners diould be the Number to 
2 fit and vote on the Part of Ireland, in the IJonfe of Com- 
mons of the Parliament of the United Kingdom ; and that 
all Queftions touching the Eledlion of JMcmbers toiit on the 
l^art of Ireland in the Iloufc of Commons of the United 
Kingdom, (houkl be heard and decided in the fame i\Ian- 
iier as Queftioiis touching fuc]iEle<.d:ions in Great Pritain thou 
■were, or at any Time thereafter Ihoiild by Law be iieard and 
decided ; fubjedl nevertheiefs to liieh ])articular Regulations 
in ref})ect of Ireland, as, from local Cireumftanccs, tlie Par- 
liaiueiit'of tlie United Kingdom might from Time' to Time 
deem expedient ; 

IBZ it by the KXNG’s Moft Excellent 

Majesty, by and with the Advice and Coiifent of the Loids 
Spiritual and TeuiporaJ, and Commons, in this prefent Par- 

3 liament affcmblcd, .and by the Autlioiity of the fame, That 
from and after the pahing of this Adi, all and every the 
Rules, Regulations, Authorities, and Poweis heretofore given 
or preferibed by any Adi or Adis of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, and in Force at the Time of the paffing of the faid 
Adi for tlie Union of Great Britain and Ireland, with refpedl 
to Petitions^rrcfeiitcd to the Hoiife of Commons, complaining 
of undue Elcdtions or Returns of Members to ferve in Par- 
iiament, or complaining of the Omifrion or Inrufiicicncy of 
any iuch Return, and with refpedl to Petitions of Perfons dc-. 
firing to oppofe any Right of Eledtion, or any Right of 
choofiiig, nominating, or appointing Retarning Officers, which, 
fliall have been deemed valid by the Determination of any 

4 Seledl Committee of tlic Houfe of Commons, and with re- 
fpedl to the Trial and Determination of all fuch Petitions 
iuch Seiedl Committees, fball be in fall Force and Efferl with 
refpedl to all fuch Petitions as fliall or may be hereafter from 
Time to Time prefented to the Houfe of Commons of the Par- 
liament of the faid United Kingdom, complaining of undue 
Eledlions or Returns of Members to ferve in Parliament for' 
any County, Stewartry, City, Borough, Cinque Port, Town, 
or Place, in any Part of the faid United Kingdom, or of the 
■Omiliion or Infufficiciicy of any fuch Returns, or from any 

Perfon 
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Perfon or Perfons defiring to oppofe anj^ fucli Eiglit of Elec- 
tion, or of dioofmg, nominating, or appointing Returning 
Oincers, m as full and -ample a Manner as if tlie limre Rules 
ifegulaLions, Autiioritics, and Powers w-ere herein repeated, 
and particularlj and fpccificaliy enafted coneerning the fame 5 
J etitious, and the Trial and Determination thereof; except 

10 far as the fame are altered in and by this prefeut Ad." 

And be it further Enaded, That no Petition complaininn- 
of an undue idedum or Return for any County City 
EorougK Town, -or Place, in that Part of tiie United Eing- 
c-om called Ireland, oj'ot theOmiffion or Infufficiency of any 
Inch Ectiirn, or from any Peifon or Perfons defirino- to on 
poie any Right of Eledion, or of choofmg, nominatino- 
appointing Returning OfBcers, in or for any fuch County 
City Borough, Town, or Place, fnaJl be proceeded upon by 

t : the fame lhall, in Addition to 

the ..iatteiw and Ihmgs required by any Ad or Ads now lu ' 
h-gce alfo flare tire Day on rvliieh the Poll clofed (if any fuch « 

011 took place) and alfo the Day on rvhich the Sheriff or 
other Ivetummg. Officer made his Return, or being required 
fo to do refilled or negleded to make fuchReturn; nor uniefs 
tire fame Petition flrall alfo ftate all and eyeiy the federal 
Jlatteis and Ihmgs of and concerning which the Petitioner 
-or Petitionet-S preienting the fame is or are defirous of com- 
plaining, and to which he or theypurpofe or intend to call and 

otWitnefles 11, all 

be called or examined by or on the Behalf of fuch Petitioner 
or Petitioner, either by or before tlie Seled Committee of 
the Houle of Commons, to be chofen for the Trial and Vc 
tcimmation of the Merits of fuch Petitions, or by or before the 
Commifl, oners to be cnofen and appointed ni Ireland in y 
Manner hereinafter mentioned, to any Matter or Thing not 
-contamed or let forth in fuch Petitions ^ 

And, for the avoiding the Inconvenience and Expenfo which 

S rf toelr’^r bofbre Con^ 

mittecs of the Houle of Commons; Be it Enaded That 

vhenever a Seled Committee of the Houfe of Common 

mil at any lime hereafter be appointed for the Trial ami 

Dctcrminatioji 
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Determination of" any Petition, complaining of an undue 
Eledlion or Return of Members to ferve in Parliament for 
any County, City, Borough, Town, or Place, in that Part of 
the United Kingdom called Ireland, or complaining of the 
OmUlion or Inl'ufficiency of any fuch Return, or from any 
S Perfon or Perfons defiling to oppofe any Right of Elebtion, 
or any Right of chqofing a Returning Officer or Returning 
Officers, in or for fach County, City, Borough, Town, or 
Place, it tliall and may be law'ful to and tor the Chairman ot 
the faid Selefil Committee, and he is hereby required, upon 
the Requeft and at the Defire, either of any Petitioner or 
Party figniug fuch Petition, or of the Sitting Member, or 
of the Returning Officer if complained agaiiift, or of any 
-other l^arty petitioned againft, or ivhofe Right to be elected 
or returned may be a.ffebted by the Determination of the 
-faid Seled Committee, in the firft Inllance, and before the 
faid Selea Committee ffiall proceed to enquire into or decide 
upon the Merits ot the faid Petition, to ifihe a Wan ant uiidei 
the Hand and Seal of him the faid Chairman, direaed to the 
Clerk of the Crown in Ireland, or his Deputy, ordering and 
Q requiring him to nominate and appoint Commilnoners, in 
fuch Manner as is hereinafter direaed, for the Purpofe of try- 
ing and examining all or any of the Allegations, Matters, and 
Things mentioned and contained in the faid Petition ; and 
which Wayraut fliall be in the following Form; (videlicet) 

■“ To tie Clerk of the Crown in Ireland, or Ids Deputy : 

" By Wittue of the Powers in me vefted, by an Aa patfed 
in the Forty-firft Year of the Reign of His Majefty 
“ King Geop,ge the Third, intituled, An Adt ^here 
fet forth the Title of tius ActJ I . 

“ 'Chairman of the Select Committee of the Hoiife of 
“ Commons, appointed to try the Merits of a Petition 
“ from [here fet forth the Name or Names of the Peti- 
“ tioner or Petitioners, and of the Place to which the 
I A “ Petition relates] Do hereby authorize and require you, 

■“ or One of you, forthwith to proceed to nominate 
“ and appoint Commiffioners for the Purpofe of trying 
“ and examining all the Allegations, Matters, an^ 
“ Tilings mentioned and contained in the faidleti- 
“ lion r«r otherreife fate the particular Matters and 

“ Things 
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Things which are to be tried and emmiiied liy the Jaid 
“ Commi[fioners, and fay^ being Part of tlie Allega- 
“ tions. Matters, and Things mentioned and contained 
“ in the faid Petition] in fuch Manner and Pornl as 
in the Paid A£t is particularly mentioned and di- 
“ redied. Given under my Hand and Seal at Weft- 
minfter, this Day of 

And the faid Chainnan ftiall annex or caufe to be annexed 
ts his faid Warrant, a true Copy of the Petition which ihall 
have been refereed to the faid Seledi Committee; and the faid 
Warrant fliall be conveyed to the &id Clerk of the Crown in H 
Ii-eland, or bis Deputy, in the Method ufed in conveying Writs; 
and immediately upon the granting of fuch Warrant, the faid 
Chairman fliall report the Proceedings of the laid Committee 
to the Houfe, and thereupon the faid Seledt Committee fliall 
be diffolved, and fliall not proceed any further on the Trial 
or Determination of the Petition in quefiion,: Provided 
always, that if none of the Parties interefted as aforefaid, 
fliall require the Chairman of tire faid Seledt Committee to 
iffue fuch Warrant, that then and in fudi Cafe the faid Seledt 
Committee fliall proceed to try die Merits of the faid Petition 
in the fame Manner as controverted Eledlions are tried for 
that Part of the United Kingdom called Great Britain. 

Provided always, and be it further Eiiadtcd, That in cafr 
no other or further Proceedings or Bufincfs fliall be had of 
done by or before fuch Seledt Committee, tlian the iffuing of 
a Wareant for the Purpofes aforefaid by the Chairman of the 
laid Committee in Maimer aforefaid, no Member of fuch 
Seledt Committee fliall be deemed to have ferved on the faid 
Committee, fo as to be excufed from ferving again on any 
other Seledt Committee to be chofen in the lame Seffion for i3 
tlie Trial of any Petition refjicdting the Matters and Things 
aforefaid, or any of them. 

And be it further Enadled, That tlie faid Clerk of the 
Crown in Ireland, or his Deputy, ihall, immediately upon the 
Eeceipt of tlie"fl'arrantoftlie Chainnan of tlie liiidCommi ttee, 
indorfe on the fame the Day and Time when the laid War- 
rant was received by him, and Ihall, in the next Idiunber of file 
Dublin Gazette whicli fliall be publiflied after the Hcccipt 
1> of 
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of file faid Warrant, give Notice that he will, at flie Crown 
(fffico in the City of Dublin, at the Hour of One of the Clock 
in tlie Afternoon of a eertaiu Day to be by him named in 
fuch Notice (fuch Day not being lefs -than Three Days nor 
more than Seven Days ditiaut from the Time of inlerting fuch 
Notice) proceed to appoint fuch Commillioners for the I’m- 
pofes aforefaid, in Maimer and according to the Provifions and 
Diredlions in and by this prefent Aht provided and contained. 

13 And be it further Enadled, That at the Day and Place fo 
appointed, in the Prefeuce of the faid Clerk of the Crown or 
hi.s Deputy, and alfo in the Prelence of the Petitioners, their 
Counfel <11- Agents, and of the Sitting Members, their Counfel 
or Agents ; and in cafe of Petitions as to the Oiniflion or In- 
fufScieiicy of any Return, or as to the Right of eletliiig 
■any Returning Officer, or in cafe any Returning Officer is 
complained againft, then in the Preience -of the Return- 
ing Officer or Officers, and alfo in the Prefence of all Pai’ties 
before the Houfe on diftin< 9 ; lnterefts,or .oomplaining or cora- 
plaincd nf upon different Grounds, or whole Right to be 
eledled or returned may be afledted by the Determination of 
the laid Seledt Committee, or tlieir fevcral and rcfpedlive 
Counfel or Agents (or in the Prefence, of fiicli of the faid 
Parties, their Counfel or Agents, as fliall then and there 
-attend) the^ Names of all Perfons being Alliftant Bar- 
riftei's for the fevcral Counties in Ireland (other than and 

:: 4 except the Affiftant Barrifter for the County of Dublin, and 
tbc Affiftant Bamfter who for the Time being fliall pre- 
fide in the County within or for which the Eiedtion 
or Return complained of) or otiicr Siibjedf Matter of the 
Petition arofe and happened, and ahb otiicr than and ex- 
cept Inch Affiftant Banifters as fliall at that 'Time be fitting 
and adting in the Execution of a fimilar CommiHlon on any 
other Petition) mitten or printed on diftindt Pieces of Pareli- 
nient -or Paper, being all as near as may be of equal Size, and 
rolled -up ;iii the fame Manner, fhall be put into a Box or 
Glafs to be provided for that Purpofc, and fliall there be 
fbaken together ; and then the faid Clerk of the Crown or his 
Deputy fliall, in the Prefence of all the faid Parties concerned 
(or of fuch of them as fliall attend) their Counfel or Agents, 
draw out of the faid Box or Glafs Fifteen Pieces of Parcli- 

1 s ment or Paper, and read the Names contained in the fame to 

all 
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iSB Hk PciTons then prefent, as the fame fliali be th-aivn wit of 
■the faid Box or Glafs. 

■f^nd be it furthei jijiiatSted^ That as fboii as the ames of 
■■the faid Fifteen Perfons fliail be draivn out of the iaid 
■Box or Glafs in Manner aforefaid. Lifts of the Names of 
■the faid Fifteen Perfons fliali be forthwith given by the iaid 
Clerk of the Crown, or his Deputy, to the Petitioners, their 
Counfel or Agents, and to the Counfel or Agents of the Sitting 
Members, and to the Counfel or Agents of all Parties before 
thelloufe on diftimft interefts, or ■complaining or complained 
of upon different Grounds, or whoie Right to be elected or 
returned may be affefted by the Determination of the laid 
Selehl Committee, or fuch of them as fliali then and there 
•attend and be prefent ; and tfie faid Parties, their Counfel or 
Agents, beginning on the Part of the laid Petitioners, ihail 
proceed alternately, or if Hiere fliali be more than Two Par- 
ties before the Houfe on diftinift Interefts, or icomplaining or 
complained of upon different Grounds, or whole fitglit 
to be eleifted or returned may be affedted by the Determi- 
nation of the faid Seledl Committee, tlie faid Parties, their 
Gourifel or Agents, fliaH proceed fucceffively, as the Cafe 
may require, to ftrilvC off the Name of One of the faid Affiftant IS 
Barrifters contained in the faid -Lift, until the Nuniber 'fliall 
be reduced to Five, which faid Five Perfons fliali be Com- 
jniffioners for the Piirpofe of trying and ■examining all fuoli 
Matters and Things as fliali be mentioned and oontainod in 
the Warrant of the Clia irman of tlie Soled 'Committee of the 
-Houfe of Commons, ©n the Petition in queftioii, for that Pui^ 
pofe cUreded to the faid Clerk of the Grown or liis Deputy., 
in Manner herciiibefoi’c mentioned. 

Provided always, and be it ’furthei’ Pnaded, That if within 
One Hour after tlic Time fixed in purfuance of this Ad, for 
the Purpofo of proceeding to the Appointment of fuch Com- . 
■miirionei-s in Manner aforelaid, the Petitioner or Petitioners, 
or foiue one or more of them who ■fliali have -fignod any Pe- 
tition for tlie Purpoles .idbrefiiid, ihail not appear before the 
faid -Cleili ot the Grown or his Deputy, by hrmfeJf or- thrm- 
felves, or by his or their Counlel or Agents, tlicn and in fuch 
Cafe the laid Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy fhall not 
proceed to the.Appomtment ofiucli Commiiiioncrs, Init lha!1 
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fejlhwitli make and prepare a Certificate that fuck PetitioB. 
rvas not proceeded upon, and lhall tranfniit the faid Certifi- 
cate to the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons of the Parlia- 
ment of the faid United Kingdom, upon Ke<»ipt of which 
Certificate the faid Speaker lhall report the lame to the 
Houfe; and thereupon all Orders of the laid Houle, and ot 
die faid Seleft Committee, refpedling tlie laid Petition, fliall 
43 lie difcharged, and fuch Petition fliall not be any further pro- 
ceeded upon in the Manner diredled by this Act, or by any 
other A<a or Ads now in Force relpeding the fame ; and the 
Petitioner or Petitioners fo negledling to appear, fliall be held 
to hacemade Default in the Recognizance or Recognizances 
entered into by him or them on the prefenting of the Petition, 
in the fame Manner as if the Petitioner or Petitioners had 
iiegledted to appear before tlie faid Houfe, or before the 
Selea Committee appointed for tlie Trial of liicli Petition. 



And be it further Enaaed, That if witliin One Hour after 
the Time fo fixed in purfuance of this AS,, for proceeding to 
the Appointment of CominilUoners as aforefaid, the Sitting 
Member or Sitting Members, or other I’arty or Parties op- 
pofino- the Petition, fliall not appear by himfelf or themfelves, 

. or by\is Oi- their Counfel or Agents, or if no Party fliall hare 
appeared befoie tlie Ploufe of Commons oppofmg the Peti- 
1:9 tion, thereupon, for the Purpofe of reducing the Lift of fuch 
Karnes to Fire, tlie Place of a Party oppofmg the Petition, 
fliall be fupplied by the Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy, 
who fliall, as often as it fliall come to his Turn, as fupplymg 
the Place of tlie Party oppofmg the Petition, to ftrike out a 
Name, ftrike out that Name which then fliall be_fiift m the 
faid Lift- and the fame Method of reducing the laid Lilt to 
the Number of Five, fliall be followed whenever any Party 
fliall waive his Right of ftriking off Names from the laid Lilt. 



20 



And be it further Enaded, That when and as foon as Com- 
miliiouers lhall be appointed in Manner aforefaid, the laid 
Clerk of the Crown or his Ideputy fliall iffue his Warrant to each 
of the Commilfioners fo appointed, commanding and requiring 

him, underthePenaltyofOneThoufand Pounds, to repair to tlie 

City Town, or Place in or for which the Eledion or Rctuiii 
eoraplained of, or other Sul^jed Matter of 
happened, on aDay certain, to be named m the laid 
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and wHcli Day iliall not be left tban Seven Days nor more 
than Tourteen Days diftanfcfrom the Day on -which the laid 
Commidioners were appointed in Manner aforefaid; and in 
cafe any of the faid Commilhoners (hall neglect or refufe to 
obey the Injundtion of the faid “Warrant, he or they fo neg- 
lecting or refufing fliail accordingly forfeit the faid Sum of 
One Thoufand Pounds ; and the faid Clerk of the Crown or 
his Deputy, lhall, together -with fuch “Warrant, alfo tranfmitto 
each of the faid Commiffioners a Copy of the faid arrant of 
the Chairman of the faid Selea Committee, and of the Peti- 
tion in quellion ; and the faid Clerk of the Ci'own or his De- 
puty flmll alfo infert a Copy of his faid Warrant in the next 
Number of the Dublin Gazette which fliall be publiflied 
after his ilfuing his faid Warrant ; and each of the faid Parties 
by or for whom the Names in the faid Lifts ftiall be fo ftruck 
off as aforefaid, lhall pay to the Clerk of the Crown or his 
Deputy, in full Satisfa6lion of his Trouble and Attendance 
in the Execution of this A6t, the Sum of Ten Pounds. 

x\nd be it further Dnaificd, That on the Day and at the 
Place appointed, between the Hours of Ten in the Forenoon 21 
and Four in the Afternoon, the faid Commiftioncrs flmll meet 
and open their Court, or comineuce their Proceedings, by 
.appointing the Senior Barrifter of the faid Conimiflioners to 
be Chairman of the faid Commiftion, and by reading the 
faid Warrant of the Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy to them 
direfled, and alfo the Copy of the faid ‘Warrant of the Chair- 
man of the faid Sele<ft Committee, diredted to the ftiid Clerk 
x)f the Crown or his Deputy, and alfo the Copy of the Petition 
annexed to the faid laft-mentioned AVarrant; and the faid 
•Commilftonei’S lhall, before further proceeding on the Bufi- 
neft of their faid Commilfion, take and fubferibe the following 
Oath ; (that is to fay) 

I yi. B. dofwear, That I will, without Favour, Affedlion, 

“ or Malice, and according to the beft of my Skill and 
“ Knowledge, -well and truly try and -examine all fucli 22 
“ Matters and Things as lhall be brought before me, 

“ by virtue of a A’Farrant under the Hand and Seal of 
the Chairman of a Sele^ Committee of the Iloufe of 
“ Commons, on a Petition from \Jiere Jtatc the Name or 
C “ Names 
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“ Names of the Petitioner or Petitioners, and of the Place 
‘‘ to which the Petition relates] and that I will in all 
“ Things well and truly perform, the Duty of a Cora- 
“ miilioner aopointed to try the faid Matters and 
“ 'riiings, according to the Rules, Regulations, and 
“ Diredtions contained in an Ad;, paffed in the Forty- 
“ firft Year of the Reign of Ixing George the Third, 
‘‘ intituled [here fet forth the Title of this AB.] 

“ So help me G O D.” 

"Which Oath the Chairman of the faid Commiffioners, having 
firft taken and fubfcribed the fame in the Prefence of the reft 
^3 of the faid Commiffioners, is hereby authorized and empower- 
ed to adminifter to the other and others of them the faid 
Commiffioners; and the faid Commiffioners fliall fit every 
Day (Sundays, Chriftinas Day, and Good Friday, only ex- 
cepted) from the Hour of Ten in the Morning till Four in 
the Afternoon, and ftiall never adjourn for a longer Time 
than Twenty-four Hours, except in cafe of the Death or con- 
tinued Abfence of One or more of flie faid Commiffioners, 
ns hereinafter provided, unlefs Sunday, Chriftinas Day, or 
Good Friday Ihall intervene ; and in cafe of luch Intervention, 

. .every Meeting, Sitting, or Adjournment ihall be within 
Twcnty-fohr Honrs from the Time of appointing or fixing 
tlie fame, exclufive of fuch Sunday, Chriftinas Day, or Good 
Friday. 

And be it further Enaded, That no One of the faid Five 
'Commiffioners ftiall be allowed to abfent himfelf from the 
faid Daily Sittings and Meetings, except in Cafes of fudden 
Accident or Heceility, or in the Cafe of illnhfs ; and that fiich 
24 Cafes of fudden Accident or Neceffity fliall be made appear 
to the others of the faid Coiniuiffioners by I'adts fpecially 
ftated and verified upon the Oath of the faid Commiftiottcr 
fo abfenting himfelf, and that luch illnefs fiiall be certified 
to the others of the faid Coinmifiioners, on the Oath of a 
Phyfician, which Oaths ftiall be madebefore One of His :Ma- 
jefty’s Jufticcs of the Peace ; and that any Cominiffioner who 
Ihall fo abfent himfelf without fiich lawful Excufe, ftiall, for 
.every F)ay on which he ftiall fo abfent himfelf, forfeit and pay 
tlifi Sum of Five Hundred Pounds. 
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And be it fuvtlier Enafled, That the faid Commiffioners 25 
Qiall never fit until ail the faid Five Commiflioiiers are met, 
except in Cafes where the Abfence of a Commilfioner is ve- 
rified upon Oath as aforefaid, and not then except with the 
Confent of all Parties; and in cafe all the faid Commiffioners, 
or fuch Number as lliall be fo confented to as aforefaid, 
lhall not meet within One Hour after the Time to which the 
Meeting of the faid Commiffioners flmll have been ad- 
journed, a further Adjournment fliall be made in the Man- 
ner before diredted, and fo from Time to Time until the 
faid Five Commiffioners as aforefaid are afiembled; and that 
in cafe the Number of the faid Commiffioners able to attend, 
lhall at any Time, by Death or othorwife, be unavoidably 
reduced to lefs than Five, and fhall fo continue for the Space 
of Three Sitting Days, the remaining Commiffioners fliall 
thereupon adjourn until the new Commiffioner to be ap- 
pointed as hereinafter mentioned fliall attend ; and the Clerk 
of the Crown or his Deputy lliali, from Time to Time as 
Occafion may require, on the Application of any Party in- 
terefted, and in the Prefence of fuch of the Parties as fliall 
attend, and on the Produdtion of an Affidavit made before 
One Juftice of the Peace for the County, City, Town, or gg 
Place, at or within which the faid Comniilfioners fliall meet, 
of the Death of any Commiffioner, or of the continued All- 
fence of any Coiiimiflioner for the Time aforefaid, immedi- 
ately proceed to fill up fuch Vacancy, by drawing Five Names 
of the faid Afliftant Banifters, and giving a Lift thereof to 
the Parties intcrefted, if they attend, which Lift fliall be 
reduced by the Parties intereited ftrikiiig^ off, or in their Ab- 
fence by the Clerk of the Crown Itriking oft', Four, in the fame 
Manner and Form as the original Appointment of the faid 
Five Commiffioners was made by the drawing of Fifteen 
Names, and ftriking off Ten in Manner hereinbefore men- 
tioned; and the faid Clerk of the Crown oiTiis Deputy fliall 
ill'ue his "Warrant to fuch Commiffioner fo from Time to 
Time to be appointed, commanding and requiring him, under 
the Penally of One Tlioulkiid Pounds, to repair to the Place 
of Meeting of the other Conmiiffioners, on a Day certain, to 07 
be named in the faid Warrant, and whicli Day lhall not be 
lels than Seven Days nor more than Fourteen Days diftant 
from the Day on which the faid Commiffioner was appointed 

ill 
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in Manner a-forciaid; and in cafe fucli Commiffioner fliall 
neglecf or refiife to obey tlie lujundion of the faid Warrant, 
die lhall accordingly forfeit the faid Sum of One Thoufand 
Pounds ; and fuch Commiiiloner fo from Time to Time to be 
appointed in the Place or Stead of any Commiflioner dying 
or abfenting himfelffor the Time aforefaid, lliall in all Re- 
fpedls have the fame Power, Jurifdidlion, and Authority, as 
the Commiiiloner in whofe Place or Stead he lliall have been 
appointed in Manner aforelaid, and lliall proceed conjointly 
with the other Commilfioners to complete the Purpofes for 
which file faid Connniffioiiers were originally appointed: 
Provided always, that any Number of Comiiiilfioners lefs than 
Five may execute all, the Purpofes of tliis A61, with the Coii- 
fent of all Parties interefted, and ivhicli Confent lhall be fpe- 
S8 cially entered on the Minutes of the Proceedings of the faid 
Commiffioners, and ligiied by the Parties, then’ Counfel or 
Agents refpeclivel^n 

And be it further Enaa-ecl, That the Parties appearing 
Tefore the faid Commiffioners fliall in the lirft Place inter- 
-change with each other. Lifts ot the Names ot all fuch Votes 
■and Voters to which either of the faid Parties purpofe and 
diiteiid to objea before the laid Commilfioners, and lliall 
:alfo interchange with each other, Copies of all laiticulais 
refpeaing any Right of voting, or of choofing or nominating a 
Returning Officer, and of all fuch other Mattel's and Things 
■as cither of the faid Parties means toiiiiift upon, or to contend 
for, or to objoa to before the laid Commiffioners ; .and that 
■the faid Commiffioners, or the Clerk of the Croivii^ or his 
Deputy, previous to the lirit Meeting of the faid Coiiimif- 
fioners, by Warrant under Ins Hand and Seal, Inall liave 
Power to fend for Pcrfoiis, Papers, and Records ; and the faid 
Commiffioners fliall examine all Vi'itneffes who lhall come 
iiS before them upon Oath, and lhall try and examine all Matters 
referred to them, and lhall in all Refpedts have the lame 
Powei-s and Authorities for the trying and examining the laid 
Matters fo referred to them, as Seled Coimnittees ot the 
Houle of Commons on controverted Ekaions now have, for 
the trying and examining the Matters and Things relerred to 
fuch Seled Committees; and the faid Commiliioncrs ihali 
appoint a Clerk to fake down in Writing Minutes ot 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



• //V 



[ 13 ] 

all the Proceedings of. them the faicl CommilTioners, and 
of all fuch Evidence as lhail be given or produced before 
them, in as accurate a Manner as the fame can ]5offibiy be 
done, and lhail proceed in examining all and every Witnefs 
and Witnefles who lhail come before them, and in detennin- so 
mg' on the Validity of any Vote or Votes, and in the feruti- 
nbiing the Bights .of any Voter or V'oters, and in determin- 
ing Objedtions to Votes or Voters, and in all other Matters 
and Things whatfoever referred to them, in the fame Courlc 
aiid Manner, and according to the fame Rules, as Seledt Com- 
mittees of the lloufe of Commons on controverted .Elec- 
tions , ought and are empowered to proceed in like Cafes ; 
and the Clerk appointed by tlie tiiid Corainiilioners fliall 
from Time to Time make or caul'e to be made, true Copies of 
the Minutes of all Proceedings before the faid Commiffioners, 
and of all Inch Evidence as thal! bo given or produced be- 
fore them; and lhail give One fuch'X'opy to each of the 
Parties interefled, or his or their Agent, or to fuch of them as 
lhail demand the fame, on being paid for each Sheet of the laid 
Copy, conliliingofSeventy-tw'o Words, the SumofSix Pence; 
and fuch Commiffioners llial! refpe£lively certify in Writ- 
ing under their refpedtive Hands, their Adjudication upon 
every Vote to which any Objedion lhail be made before 
..tliem, declaring the faid Vote to be good or bad; and 
within T'en Days after the Evidence before the faid 
Coiiiimffioners iliall be clolbd, touching the Matters and 
1 lungs referred to them, the faid Coiiiiniffioners fliall caufc 
two Copies of the Minutes of their Proceedings to be 
made, and lliall examine the fame with the faid Minutes 
and lhail %n and Ifeal the faid Copies; and lliall alfo, undei’ -31 
tiieir Hands and Seals, certify the Name or Names of the 
Perfon or Perfons who lliall in the Opinion of the faid Com- 
miffioners refpecTively appear to be duly eledled, and alfo 
their Opinion upon all fuch other Matters as lhail liave been 
put in Iffue before them upon the Merits of the petition in 
queftion, and fliall tranfmit by their Clerk One of the faid 
Cques to the Clerk of the Crown or his Deputy, at tiie Crown 
Office m Dublin, and the other of the Ibid Copies to the 
Speaker of the Houle of Commons of the Parliament of the 
laid United Kingdom, who lliall accordingly communicate 
the fame to the faid Houfe; and thereupon fuch Com- 
million (hall be diUblved and delennined. 

^ And 
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And be it further EnaSed, That after the Copj^ of tlie 
32 faid Proceedings, and Certificate of the Opinions of the faid 
Commiirioners, Ihall be received by the Speaker of the Houfe 
of Commons of the Parliament of the United Kingdom, 
a new Seledl Committee ihail be appointed by the faid 
Houfe, within Seven fitting Days, to try the Merits of the 
faid Petition, in the fame Manner, and under the fame 
Rules and Regulations in all EefpeSs, as all Commit- 
tees on controverted Eleflions are and ought to be ap- 
,])ointed ; and the faid new Committee fliall accordingly take 
the fiiid Proceedings and Opinions of the faid Comniiil 
lioners into Confideration, and fliail proceed to try and 
aletermine the Merits of the faid Petition, in fucli and the fame 
.Manner as Seleft Committees on controverted Eledlions are 
by the Laws now in Force cliredled to proceed, try, and dc- 
S3 termine ; fave and except that the faid new Committee fliaJl 
not call for or receive any other or further Evidence, written 
or parole, refpecling any Matters or Tilings which ihall liave 
•been tried and examined by the faid Commiflioners in Man- 
ner aforefaid, but the faid new Committee fliall determine 
on all iiich Matters and Things, from the written Minutes 
of tlie Evidence and Proceedings before the faid Com- 
miffioners, and tlie Certificates of the faid Coniniiflioners, 
ib figned, fealed, and tranfmitted as aforefaid ; Provided 
always, that the faid new Seledl Committee fliall and may be 
at Liberty to hear Coimfel as to the Effeil of the faid Evi- 
dence and Certificates, in like Manner as tiiey may do re- 
fpebling any otlier Matter hi queffion before tliem ; 'and tliat 
the faid Certificates of the faid CommifTioners iliall not be in 
anywiie liiiiding or conclufive upon the faid Committee ; but 
that the faid new Seledl Committee may, notwitliffaiiding 
tlie fame, if tliey fliall fee juft Caufe, depart from, vary, or 
reverfe the Conclufions drawn by the faid Commiliioners, or 
over-rule tlieir faid Certificates upon all or any of tlie 
Matters fo certified by them; and that the faid new Seleft 
Committee fliall report their own Opinion to tlie .Houfe 
upon the whole Merits of the faid Eiedtion. 

And be it further Enadted, That each of tlie faid Commif- 
fioners fb apjrointed in Manner aforefaid, fliall, immediately 
upon their figning and fealing Two Copies of the Minutes of 

the 
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the Proceedings before them, and a Certificate of their Opi- 
nions thereon in Manner aforefaid, be entitled to demand and 
receive the Sum of Two Hundred Pounds for his Attendance 3* 

.upon the Execution of the faid Commillion, and alfo theSuni 
. of Twenty Shillings for every Day which the faid Commiffionei' 
lhall have been necefiarily engaged in travelling from or to 
his ufual Place of Abode to and from the Place of Meeting 
of the faid Commiffioners ; and which laid feVeral Sums fliall 
be iffuing and payable and paid out of the fame Fund, and 
as nearly as may be in the fame Manner, as the Salaries of the 
liiid Affiftant Barrifiers are ifluiiig and payable, under and by 
virtue of the feveral Aclsmf the Parliament of Ireland in Force 
and Efleft at the Time of paffpig the friid Aa for the Union 
of Great . Britain and Ireland. 

And be it further ^ Enacted, ' That theCierk to the faid Ccaus-e (A.) 
Commiffioners lliall alfo, upon his tranfinitting the faid Copies 
in Manner aforefaid, be entitled to demand and receive, and 
lhall receive fuch Sum. or Sums for his Attendance on 'the 
Execution of tlie faid Commifiion, as the faid Commiliioners, 
or any Three of them, fliall under their Hands certify to be 
.reafonabie, not e.xceeding the Amount of Twenty Shillings 
for each Day of liis Attendance on the Execution of the faid 
Commiffion ; which Sura or Sums lhall be paid to the faid 
Clerk by the feveral Parties interefted, in equal Parts, Shares, 
and Proportions ; and in cafe of Non-payment by either of 
them, the faid Clerk fliall and may recover' the fame by Adion 
of Debt againft any one of the faid Parties, in any Court of 
Record within the United Kingdom, in which Adion it fliall 
be ftifficient for the Plaintiff to declare that the Defendant 
or Defendants is or are indebted to him (in the Sum men- 
tioned in the faid Certificate of the faid Commiffioners) by 
virtue of this Ad ; and the faid Certificate of the faid Com- 
miffioners fliall be deemed full and fufficient Evidence in 
fupport of fuch Adion of Debt : Provided alwayfy that in 
every fuch Adion of Debt no Effoign, Protedion, Privilege, 
or Wager of Eaw, nor more than One Imparlance, fliall be 
allowed, and the Party or Parties in whofe Favour Judgment 
fliall be given in any fuch Adion, fliall {.ecover his or their 
•Colls. 

.i And 
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And be it further Enacted, '1 hat ai! and every Peifbn and 
Pedbns ndio iliall wilfully give ialfe Evidence, or make any 
fafle Oath or Affidavit before the faid Coinmiirioners, or before 
35 any High Sheriff or Juftice of the Peace, touching any Matter 
or Thing^ provided ibr .ijy this Att, fnall be profecuted and 
indicted for the fame; and fuch Perfon or Perfons being con- 
victed thereof, lhaU be fubjedt and liable to the fame Pimifh- 
inents and Difquallfications as Perfons are fubjedt and liable 
to for wilful and corrupt Perjury by the Law's and Statutes of 
this dealm; and that all and every Perfon and Pei'fons fum- 
moiied to give Jividence, who fliall refufe to appear, or ao- 
■pearhig (hall refufe to be fwornorgive Evidence before the 
laid Coinniilliouers fo to be appointed as aforelaid, unlels in 
- Cafes of reafonable Excufe, to be allowed of by the (aid Com- 
milTioners, (hall and may be profeciited and indidted for the 
fame in any Court of Record in that Part of the (hid United 
Jungdom called Ireland; and fuch Perfon or Perfons being- 
convicted of fuch laft-meutioned Offence, (hall be (libject 

36 and liable to fuch Pimi(hment by Pine or Imprifbnmerd, or 
both, as the find Court before whom fuch Perfon or Perfons 
(liall be tried and convidied, (hall think proper to iuflidl. 

And be it further Enaded, That if any Perfon (liall be 
guilty of any Contempt or Miffichaviour 'of or towards the 
(aid Commhrionere wdiile fitting and ading in the Execution 
of their faid Commilfioii, the faid Coniiniihoners are hereby 
empowered, by a AVarrant under their Hands and Seals, and 
direded to the Gaoler of the Common Gaol of tlie County 
or Place m which the faid Commiffioners (liall (it, to commit 
(uch leifoii (not being a Peer of the Realm or , a Lord of 
Parliament) to the Cuttody of the faid Gaoler, without Bail or 
Mamprize, for any Time not exceeding Six Calendar Months. 

And, for the preventing any Belay which may occur in 
holding the Quarter or l^eriodical Sefhons in any .County 

37 tin Ireland, by Reafon or on Account of the Abfence 

of the Affiftant Barrifter for fuch County, occafioned by 
ms being appointed a Commiflioner for the Purpofes of 
this Ad; Be it further. Enaded, That it fliall and may be 
lawfuUto and for the Lord Chancellor or Keeper of the 
Great Seal of Ireland for the Time being, from Time to 

Time 
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Inue as Occafion flial! require, to appoint a cqmnetent 
^uinaer oi Barriiters, cf not kfs t!um Six Years flautL- at' 
tlic Bar, to att as Deputy Cliairmen in and for fudi C'oimty 
or Counties, die Aliiltant Baniiievs foj- ivliidi fliall liaiipen to 
tare been appointed Conirniilioners for the Purpoles aforc- 
l«.K , and wlio by Ileafon or on Account of tlieir Attendance 
on fucli Commiilions, fliaU be prevented from attending and 
preiidmg at any Seflions to beheld in and % fuoh County or 
Counties; and that fuch Deputy Chairmen lliall have 'the 
h-me .(unfchaion, Poivers, and Authorities in tlie feveral 
Counties for ivlncli tliey fliall be appointed and act in Man- 
nei aloieflud, as tlic faid Afliftant Banifters now have in and 
for their feveral Counties; and fuch Deputy Chairmen fliall 
fiom lime to Tunc continue to ad and prefidein the feveral 
Counties, until fuch Time as the Affifiant Ban-ifters, lieiim- fuch 
Commillioners as aforefaid, fliall haverefpedlirely tranfmitted 
Copies of tlie Minutes of theii;Proceedings, and the Certificate 
of tlieir Opinions on the Matters referred to them, to the 
Olerk of the Grown or his Deputy, at the Crown Office in 
Dublin, and to the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, in 
Manimr hereinbefore mentioned and direaed; and fuch De- ' 
imty Chairmen fliall from Time to Time be allowed fuch 
Sim and Sums of Money for their Attendance in theh faid 
Offices, as to die Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper of the 
Oreat Seal of Ireland for the Time Iveing fliall feem fitting 
and expedient, to be iflhihg and payable and paid out of the 
lame !• uiid, and as nearly as may be in the ffime Manner, as 
the miiiries to the faid xifllftaut Barrifters are iffuino- and 
payable, under and by virtue of the feveral Atts of Parlia- 
ment ot Ireland, in Force and EfieeT at the Time , of the pafiiii<r 
tlie.faid Aa for the Union of Great Britain and Ireland. 



3S 



And whereas it -was in and by the faid Aa for the Union 
ot Britain and Ireland, among other I'liings provided 

and Enacted, That the Qualifications in refped of Propertv 
of the .Members eleaed on the Part of Ireland, to fit in the 
lioule of Commons of the United Kingdom, ihonld be rc- 
,^c^ively^ the fame as were then provided by Law in the xa 
C afes of EleSions for Counties and Cities and Boroughs re- 
fpetlively in that Part of Great Britain called lingland, 
unlefs any other Provifioii flioiild thereafter be made iii that 
Refncft by Adt of Parliament of the United Kingdom ; And 
V' whereas, 
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AftDaffedintlieNmthTearoftheEeig.nofher 

MaieftrOueti Anne, iatitaled, “ An Ad foi- fecunng 
“ilfeLm of Parliament, by the farther q-Ufj-g tte 

IrivoanEftate, Freehold or Copyhold, for his own Life, oi foi 

rerlitaments over and above what would Utisty 
clear all Incumbrances that might affed 

.tog within that Part of Great Britain ea led En^and, the 

Doininion of Wales, and Town of Berwick-upon-lweed, ot 

SrXeaive Annual Value therein limited: And whereas 
Byan Aa paflbd in the Thirty-third 

his late Maiefty King Geokge the Second, intituled An 

- Aa to eXce andtoer more effeaual the Laws relating 
to the Qualification of Members to fit m the Houfe of Com- 
<1 ” ii wns Fnaaed That every Peifon (except as in the 

feiTIa i exSS to fliould be^^eleaed a Member of the 
IWe of Commons! Ihould at the Time and in the Manner 
in the faid laft recited Aa direded, 

to the Clerk of the faid Houfe, at the lable of the faid Ilou e, 
a Paper or Account figned by fuch Member, containing the 
Names of the Parifties, Towmfliips, 

in wdiich the Lands, Tenements, or Hraeditament, lay, 
whereby fuch Member fliould make out his Qualification 
and fliould alfo take and fubferibe the Oath m tne faid laft 

•lltop toran “ifiSd M i* 

Aa iSll be eleaed a Member of the Houfe of Commons of 

AtoXited Kingdom called Fmglaml, or the H— 
,of Wales, or Town of Eenvick-iipon-Tiveed, or in that Pai-^ 
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of the faid United Kingdom called Ireland : And that it fliall 

n that the Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, 43 

a«. ... hi. 

Manner by the laid laft recited Ad mentioned and direded, 

She o?be either within that Part of the aidUn.ted Icing- 

Kingdom called Ireland, any Ihmg in „f the Eeien 

AcT, or in the faid A6l palled m the Ninth Yeai of the leg 
of her late Majefty Queen Asne, to the 
ftandine - Provided always, that nothing m this Ad con 
ndoed lhall extend, or be conftmed to extend, to require any 
rcr aSra^S:! as aforefaid on the Part of the Member 

to be from Time to Time eleded and returned by the Co „ 

of the Holy Trinity in Dublin; any Thing herein contained 
to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding. 

And be it further Enaded, That all pecuniary Penalties Claush (B.) 
in and by this Ad impofed, fliall and ‘W ^e recqvered^^^ 
with full Cofts of Suit, by any Perfon or Perfons " ^ 

f„p for the fame by Adion of Debt in any Court of Ilecoid 

L that Part of the United If 

Adion it fliall be fufficient for the Plamtift oi llaintitts to 
Iclare that the Defendant or Defendants is or f ““ 
to him or them (to the Amount of the f f J 

virtue of this Ad; and in which Adion no Effoign, iavuege, 

Protedion, or Wager of Law, fliall be allowed, nor moie than 
One Imparlance. 

Provided always, and be it further Enaded That every Clause (C.) 
Indidtment, Information, or AcTion f "“Sbe 

rldSon, fliall be grounded, or vvithin Six f 

Conclufion of the proceedings in the Houfe of fmm^^ 

lating to the Petition on the Trial of which fuch I act 
have arifen. 
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